
IT’S RAINING 
DISCOUNTS NOW

Observer spotlight

It is discount time at 
hypermarkets and 
retail outlets which are 
cashing in on the general 
festival season which 
began with the National 
Day celebrations, to be 
followed by year-end 
clearances. P4
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SULTANATE’S 
ADVANTAGE

The Omani fans are optimistic 
ahead of the semifinal showdown 

that their national team play 
against Bahrain on January 2. The 
Red Warriors met Bahrain twice 

on this stage and won both of the 
games: 3-2 in Gulf Cup 17, and 1-0 
in Gulf Cup 18.   SEE P21

PRAYER TIMINGS

WEATHER TODAY

MUSCAT
MAX: 250C
MIN: 150C

SALALAH
MAX: 280C
MIN: 210C

NIZWA
MAX: 280C

    MIN: 140C

SUNRISE 06.49 AM 

FAJR: 05:28
DHUHR: 12:15
ASR: 15:16
MAGHRIB: 17:36
ISHA: 18:51

RUSSIA’S TOP COURT UPHOLDS 
ELECTION BAN ON OPPOSITION LEADER P11

MELBOURNE CAR  
ATTACK VICTIM DIES P8

SYRIAN FORCES ADVANCE AGAINST 
EXTREMISTS IN IDLIB P7
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MUSCAT: The Sultanate has condemned 
the terrorist attack on Saint Mina Coptic 
church south of Cairo on Friday killing 
and injuring a number of innocent 
people. In a statement, the Sultanate 
expressed its deepest condolences to the 
victims’ families and wished the injured a 
speedy recovery.  The Sultanate affirmed 
its solidarity with Egypt in confronting 
terrorism which aims to undermine its 
safety and stability. The IS group’s affiliate 
in Egypt has killed dozens of Christians 
in church bombings and shootings over 
the past year, and has threatened further 
attacks. Friday’s attack came ahead of 
Christmas for the Copts, who celebrate it 
on January 7.

Oman denounces 
Egypt attack

WORLD GEARS UP TO WELCOME 2018

A woman sells “Happy New Year 2018” headgear at Martin Place in Sydney on 
Saturday. Tonga, New Zealand and Australia will be the first countries in the 
world to welcome new year.  — AFP  REPORT ON P11

STAFF REPORTER
MUSCAT, DEC 30

A police officer was stabbed to death 

in a busy shopping mall in Oman 

on Saturday morning. Confirming 

the incident, the Royal Oman Police 

(ROP) said a man attacked the officer 

with a knife at City Center Muscat. 

The attacker has been arrested.

Two others were injured in the 

incident.

According to the police, the man 

was found walking in the mall and 

his “behaviour indicated he might 

pose threat to the passersby”. A patrol 

team was rushed to the spot.

When the police officer 

approached him, he assaulted him 

with a knife, resulting in his death. 

“There is enough evidence to show 

the suspect is mentally ill and a knife 

was used in the crime,” said the ROP.

The ROP extended the “deepest 

condolences” to the family of 

the deceased. ROP’s Captain  

Mohammed bin Salam al Hashami 

said one of the injured is receiving 

treatment at Sultan Qaboos 

University Hospital. His condition is 

said to be stable.

The accused too suffered minor 

injuries and is being treated at the 

same hospital.

FAHAD AL GHADANI
MUSCAT DEC 30

For any graduate just out of college, 

his/her first aim is to find a job 

that suits their qualification. In the 

Sultanate, fresh graduates are faced 

with six challenges, which include 

lack of employment opportunities.

A study conducted by Youth Vision 

shows there are six obstacles before 

the fresh graduates before they can 

settle in their first job. Fresh graduates 

were the focus of the study.

Bagging a government job is a 

dream for most fresh graduates. 

Many respondents blamed the lack of 

opportunities in the sector.

The study shows 33.3 per cent of 

the surveyed, the biggest percentage, 

feel lack of employment opportunities 

in the government sector is a huge 

setback for them.

However, 20.4 per cent felt the 

requirement of experience is another 

challenge. “Experience should be 

insisted on for fresh job-seekers,” they 

felt.

The next challenge is to get a job 

that matches their qualifications. 14.8 

per cent of respondents felt the jobs 

available in the market did not match 

the majors they studied in universities 

and colleges.

The private sector seemed to 

offer a wider range of jobs than the 

public sector. Only 10.7 per cent of 

respondents encountered difficulty in 

finding their first jobs in the private 

sector.

Similarly, 10.7 per cent claim most 

of the employers prefer expatriates.

Even after finding a job in the 

government or private sector, 8.1 per 

cent of fresh graduates found the work 

environment tough and not suiting 

them.

Surprisingly, parents were blamed 

for their employment problems. 1.9 

per cent believed parents’ interfere in 

employment matters prevented them 

from getting their first job.

The survey was conducted online 

through the official handle of Youth 

Vision. Launched in 2010, Youth 

Vision is one of the most active youth 

institutions in Oman whose mission 

is to create a productive and leading 

Omani youth who act as role models 

for their peers.

TEHRAN: Tear gas filled the streets 

of downtown Tehran on Saturday as 

protests spilled into a third day, with 

the government warning against 

further “illegal gatherings”.

There was chaos around the 

University of Tehran as several 

hundred people scuffled with police 

and shouted slogans against the 

regime for several hours, bringing 

traffic to a standstill.

But the regime also put on a show 

of strength, with hundreds of counter-

demonstrators seizing control of 

the university entrance in Tehran, 

chanting “Death to the seditionists”.

Videos shared by social media 

users outside Iran claimed to show 

thousands marching peacefully in 

several cities including Khorramabad, 

Zanjan and Ahvaz, with chants of 

“Death to the dictator”. 

But a swirl of wild rumours online, 

combined with travel restrictions and 

a near-total media blackout from 

official agencies, made it difficult to 

verify footage.

Telecoms minister Mohammad-

Javad Azari Jahromi accused one 

popular Telegram channel of 

encouraging the “use of Molotov 

cocktails, armed uprising, and social 

unrest”.The authorities were fortunate 

that annual rallies marking the defeat 

of the last major protest movement 

in 2009 were already scheduled 

for Saturday morning and brought 

thousands of regime enthusiasts to 

the streets across the country.

 FULL REPORT ON P7 

Cop stabbed to death in mall

Survey finds six job challenges

Iran warns against illegal gatherings
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All eyes are now on what price the 

government would fix on oil in 2018, 

taking into account the fact that the 

Value-Added Tax (VAT) would be 

launched in 2019.

On Thursday, Oman Crude ended 

up at $63.98 per barrel, touching an 

all-time high since the end of 2014.

It is a “significant new”, with the 

budget to be announced on January 1.

Until the end of October 2017, the 

average oil price in Oman was $50.6 

per barrel against $38.9 in the same 

period of 2016.

Days of oil prices touching $90 

look distinctly remote and it should 

remain at the current levels for a long 

time, say senior analysts based in 

Oman.

As per the statistics released by 

the National Center for Statistics and 

Information (NCSI), the gross public 

expenditure of the State’s public 

finance grew by 5.6 per cent to hit 

RO 9.42 billion at the end of October 

2017 as against RO 8.92 billion in the 

corresponding period last year.

The gross revenues grew 19.2 per 

cent to RO 6.57 billion at the end of 

October 2017 as against RO 5.51 

billion at the end of October 2016.

As of end of October 2017, the 

State’s public finance, after calculating 

the means of finance, registered a 

surplus of RO 1.75 billion, a growth 

of 219.2 per cent compared with the 

surplus at the end of October 2016, 

which stood at RO 550.6 million.

Expenditure 
grows by 5.6pc

Crude oil and 
dry natural gas 
output in 2017 
declined by 3% 
and 0.3% 

Economic growth 
to stay in the 
range of 3.0 to 
3.5% in 2019 to 
2022

Expenditure RO9.42 
billion up by

Revenues hit RO6.57 
billion up by

5.6%

0.7% 3.4%

19.2%

OIL BOOST FOR BUDGET

Budget 
2017 

(assumed 
oil price 

set in 2016)

Average 
Oman 

oil price 
(October 

2017)

$45 $60.6

Contributions and subsidy 
RO439.7 million  down by 7.5%

 
RO3.20 billion down

Estimated GDP 
in 2017

GDP predicted 
for 2018

33.4%
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T
he ministry of tourism will sign an agreement on Sunday to transfer five projects 
to Oman Tourism Development Company (Omran).
The transfer will mark the first phase of a plan to separate the legislative and the 
executive roles in the tourism sector. The ministry will focus on legislations and 
plans for developing the sector while Omran will implement the plans. In the first 

phase Omran will manage Ras Al Jinz project, Al Hoota Cave, Al Auwayfiyah Rest House, 
Al Ashkhara Rest House and Salalah Rest House. The transfer of these projects followed 
efforts by a joint teamwork from the ministry and Omran. The rest of the projects will be 
transferred to Omran in a phased manner during the coming period.

OMRAN TO RUN 5 PROJECTS

1 LACK OF GOVT JOBS, WHICH ARE 
MOST SOUGHT AFTER 

2 REQUIREMENT OF EXPERIENCE 

3 A JOB THAT MATCHES THEIR 
QUALIFICATIONS

4 EMPLOYERS PREFER EXPATS

5 WORK ENVIRONMENT TOUGH AND 
UNSUITABLE

6 PARENTS BLAMED FOR INTERFERING 
IN EMPLOYMENT PREFERENCES

TURN TO P6
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Palestinian protesters chant slogans during clashes with 
Israeli soldiers near the border fence east of Gaza City on 
Friday. — AFP

PALESTINE

Life as it 
happens

around 
the world5

A sniffer dog jumps through a ring during an obstacle training session with its 
trainer at a training facility in Shijiazhuang, Hebei province. — Reuters

CHINA

An honour guard helps to uphold the national flag during 
the commemoration of the 121st death anniversary of the 
country’s national hero Jose Rizal at the Rizal Monument in 
Manila on Saturday. — AFP

PHILIPPINES

Performers dressed 
as snowmen march 
in downtown 
Moscow. — AFP

RUSSIA

Fishermen unload sea fish from fishing boats at the Bay of 
Bengal Sea, off the mouth of Rushikulya River in Ganjam 
district about 140 km from Bhubaneswar, on Saturday. — AFP

INDIA

M
icrobial Enhanced 

Oil Recovery 

(MEOR) is one of 

the major themes 

at the Oil and Gas 

Research Center. 

B i o t e c h n o l o g y 

can play a quite beneficial role for petroleum 

industry, in an environment-friendly manner. 

Petroleum biotechnology applications consists 

of: MEOR, environmental bioremediation 

(such as oil-spill bioremediation), upgrading 

of heavy crude oil, mitigation of souring of oil-

fields by sulfate reducing bacteria (SRB), to list 

a few applications. Petroleum Biotechnology 

research group at SQU is actively involved in 

providing solutions for petroleum industry 

in Oman, in an efficient, environmentally 

friendly manner by developing in-house novel 

technologies.

MEOR is one of the major research fields, 

which is considered as one of the environment 

friendly, economical and quite efficient EOR 

methods for extending the life of production 

wells in a declining oil reservoir. The focus of this 

study was on biosurfactant-biopolymer based 

ex-situ MEOR processes, which are the types of 

metabolites produced by microorganisms that 

can be useful for oil recovery.

The project was initiated in 2007 and was 

divided in several phases, mainly supported 

by the His Majesty Research fund, SQU, and 

Petroleum Development of Oman (PDO) 

grants. The possibility of MEOR technology 

in Oman was investigated in Phase I. In Phase 

II, the research was focused on biosurfactant 

production and application in enhancing oil 

recovery. 

In Phase I and II, different types of 

biosurfactant producing bacterial strains were 

isolated from Oman oil fields and identified 

at SQU. Biosurfactant production media were 

optimised and environmental conditions 

were standardised. Further analysis of the 

biosurfactant showed the economic aspects for 

field applications. Four types of biosurfactants 

showed better oil recovery (10-22 per cent) of 

light/heavy crude oil even after 20X dilutions. 

When mixed with chemical surfactant, it 

showed even better oil recovery (28 per cent 

additional recovery) as compared to when 

either used individually.

In phase III, two types of biopolymers 

produced by fungal strains, isolated from Oman 

were investigated. The biopolymer showed 9.4 

per cent additional oil recovery over residual oil 

saturation (Sor), in core-flood experiments. The 

chemical structural and physical characteristics 

of both biopolymers were determined and 

found to be stable  for over 6 months at different 

salinity, pH and temperature. 

A combination of both biosurfactants and 

biopolymers were tested to recover crude oil 

in a process known Alkaline:Biosurfactant:Bio

polymer (ABsBp). About 10-15 per cent extra 

oil recovery using either biosurfactant alone 

or in combination with alkaline, or ABsBp 

combinations. However, using biopolymer 

alone gave better oil recovery (>22 per cent) as 

compared to the other different combinations. 

Based on those experimental results it was 

concluded that we successfully managed to 

reach the target of producing biosurfactants 

and biopolymers, and tested its EOR potential 

under laboratory conditions. The biosurfactant-

biopolymer based MEOR technique is a viable 

and quite promising environmental friendly 

technique, and in Phase IV (proposed) it should 

be carried-forward for further applications. 

The MEOR team is seeking the support for 

Phase IV.

In addition of the above research, the MEOR 

team has established additional technologies 

with high potential to field applications.

THE RESEARCH TEAM                                                                                                                               

BIOTECHNOLOGY

Oil and Gas 
Research 

Center at SQU 
makes strides 

in Microbial 
Enhanced Oil 

Recovery

A decade of 
achievements

Dr Ali al Bimani: He is the 

5th Vice Chancellor of SQU 

since February 12, 2008. He is 

an associate professor in the 

Department of Petroleum & 

Chemical Engineering in the 

College of Engineering, and 

served as the Head of the Department. 

Prof Saif al Bahry: He is a full 

professor in the Department 

of Biology, College of Science, 

Sultan Qaboos University. He 

was a Head of the Department 

and later became a Dean of 

the College. Currently, he is a 

Director of Oil and Gas Research Center, SQU.

Dr Yahya al Wahaibi: He is an 

associate professor of petroleum 

engineering and the Dean 

of Research. Prior to this he 

served as Director of Oil and 

Gas Research Center and Head 

of the Petroleum and Chemical 

Engineering Department. 

Prof Abdulkader Elshafie: 

He is a full professor in the 

Department of Biology, College 

of Science, SQU. His current 

research interests are mainly 

in the field of MEOR includes 

biosurfactants, biopolymers, 

biomass, bioremediation and microbial 

nanotechnology.

Dr Sanket Joshi:  He is a 

member of Central Analytical 

and Applied Research Unit, 

College of Science. He is 

working as an application 

specialist, Oil & Gas Science at 

SQU. 

Ratiba al Maaini: She graduated 

from Department of Biology, 

College of Science, SQU with 

BSc in Biotechnology. In 

2010, she was employed in the 

Department of Biology, College 

of Science. Currently she works 

at CAARU as molecular biology specialist. 

Wafa al Alawi: She is currently 

a member in the Central 

and Applied Research Unit 

(CAARU), where she is in-

charge for the following 

instruments: Genetic Analyzer, 

Flow cytometer, GC-MS and 

GC-FID. 

Asmaa al Bahri: She is a 

Central and Applied Research 

Unit (CAARU) member, 

College of Science, SQU. In 

CAARU, she is in charge of the 

following instruments: MALDI 

Biotyper, Flow cytometer, 

high performance thin layer chromatography 

(HPTLC) and X-Ray diffraction (XRD) 

sample preparations. She is also responsible for 

CAARU-store.

 

Houda al Farsi: She is a 

Chemical Engineer graduated 

from SQU in 2012. Currently 

working as an engineer in Oil 

and Gas Research Center.


